206.   ADVICE TO HINDUS*

CALCUTTA,
July 2, 1925

At the Hindu quarters, where Mr. Gandhi spoke to the Hindus, Maulana
Azad was also present. Mr. Gandhi asked the Hindus to leave their lathis
and purify their minds. He said that the Hindus had done wrong by molesting
their Mohammedan brethren. His information was that no kurbani (slaughter)
took place before the eyes of the Hindus. Even if there was a kurbani the
Hindus had no right to kill men. As it was the injunction of the Hindu
Shastra to protect the cow, it was also the injunction to protect men in order
to protect the cow. They had no right to kill men. To kill men was a greater
crime than killing cows. If Hinduism meant righting a wrong by commit-
ting a greater crime then his religion was not Hinduism. Mr. Gandhi said:

I have come not to help you, if you have committed any crime.
I would ask the culprit to come forward and say: CI have killed
or wounded men'. Let him confess to the police and go to jail
or be hanged.

The Hindu, 3-7-1925

207.   STATEMENT TO ASSOCIATED PRESS OF INDIA

CALCUTTA,
July 2, 1925

At about 4 p.m. whilst I was attending a meeting of signa-
tories to the Memorial, Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta gave the meeting
the information that there was a man waiting-outside with a report
of a serious riot in the coolie lines at Kidderpore dock. We imme-
diately asked the man to come inside and, hearing his report, I
suggested to Mr. Sen Gupta that he might telephone and enquire
what the matter really was. He, however, preferred to motor him-
self and find out the situation and on reaching there, the scene of
trouble, he sent a telephone message to Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad Saheb asking him to go there and take me with him. Mau-
lana Saheb came and we immediately motored. This was about
5-30 p.m. On the way, we found a large number of Mussalmans

1 Riots had broken out in Calcutta on the occasion of Bakr-Id. Vide also
the following item.